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| Beloved, | x I 


ou ave an Accotnt of a Prieſt, or Teacher, Pp 


0 cli being, ancient, and as. 
yhe Gaith, Rb, ReFoue £OH. Before God, wa =} | 


ial the SY { Ordinkhg! blameleſs; yet for: * 
KW} thoſe gay pretences, the Man was turned Infidel, and. 
a, or at Lo. could + believe the Commands and Ordi- 3 
- Fances of *th&L and Sh: in;Juſtite” /olas firickth Dn: 


[E&E dil fv believe God's Words, . which ſhall be ful-: -. | 
wt in their fa, werſ.20. Now in taking my leave of © 


> Yo A 


* Ol NIN well-Betoved Fr ends, namely the People called 

Bakers, to. which I was once joyned, and made'(as Za-- 
| Werias was) a Teacher among thern ; and (according to-_"| 
geir and my weak Opinion) righteous before God, walk. 1 
s In bp and Wig rnd Ml the Commandments and 


ef the Ls Hlamgleſy &c. But: ſince: gr gowns 
te fo howledpe too, being 1 hope (as ZeobMias 
better inſt 


© bleſſed Spirit. Gabriel, which _ 
5 the Preſence of 3. and \ſo comes from: him to. 
ad-tyGings to me as it did to Zarbarinq, to ſtrike - 
Cor my Infidelity, \Þumb, and not able to ſpeak until 
e time be accom plifted, "of Fulfilted in their Seaſons, verſ.- 
| ' F080; And: ſabne. Pro le tidibei for the, mas Zacharias, and 
2 Ft : parks butcwhen be. cameaut begauld no ſprok to,thep. 
| Now you,:my dearly Beloved, with whom I now travalh | 
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chT alt ronfeſs 'wete/like tor Ken 
T8norante, -and7ſo'l! hope: patties L 
Tra 2208 Tydings, 'viz; 1what theiret — 
Rl Mbaties of the Lor@ins, | a hes ; 
{+ 4 ogg" x HF; 
,o1 wel , the All-wiſe God fu red _ 
08 | the accenptiſhed Tim and Seaſon; 
| tHe a6) KA "is now; 'fbr you ae Fogg Frm. 
$, Nh bple;' bifore menition&d? whibh! baxtri you; atid + 
| ( oy yned to) "hid; 'Tand 1 vey ve ot Fkvo)h 
ml INH I fay, for my Tafidelity 
- nt 10e Got 'me Damb : So that both in pc/wate and 
"1 beibg Anathamatized; of Extommunicated:by-them, 
Mokae as ft were'to them Damb, andSpeechlefs;;-at which, 
v.and ſome others which waited upon merthore; mirvels- - 
, as thoſe Aid at "Zacharias, yerſ. 2t, 22; 25.” thihking 
We Ltuly On ng that I (as he) had ſeen a' Vitiong or 
LET, ') hich wade'me, as it did him (depidrt- from themd 
4,00 mine own Houſe ; 'So that it is no"Myltery nei- 
th a DE hm nor you, thas 1 was obliged $67Þeach anil 
mi Ws ts Privately i in Holes and in Corners; as \in'this lirtle 
tc Burthanks be to God; ' being by 'theibleſ. d Spirtt 
640k e& inſtructed in Righteouſneſs in- penefel, and in alb;che- 
Commar Js and Ordinances of the Lord, to bewithout ſr. 
or b Secs the Titi being accowp liſhed; and any: Tongge , 
| JasIcA.. to ſpeak of the Righteouſneſs towards: Man: as well | 
"af God, "and to walk: not'as you and [I have*formerly;: new 
LL lgnaradtly , , har Obſfinately, and Malicioally, ,61 
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"W a-Got, and walks 5n' and. keeps. 
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antly, and-wilfally-br 
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g to the true Church as 'Sandtuary 5 may w 


_ = to wcdage th "ford God which L 
hath viſited. and redegmeyus his, Peoplc An, * 
 - Horgof Salyation for ve” that we-ſhou {rt Fc our 
Enemies, and from the Haud of all; us, to, ſerve 
him for the facure without us in Hat an 1 Kink btegueſe, 


meſs: before :Alim all the Days of our Lives ;; tor. havin E 4 £31 
 Kbetter ktwawledge of Salyatjon unto ps this People, by the *; 
 -» Remifſinigfivar Sine trrough-the render: 44erey . of our God, 1» 
whereby the-[D a»ſptifig from: on High bath viſa us," th v6 4 
Light ro:thens (that is :others of our Friends that- A) The: 4, | 
 Fehind) that-now. (as we once did) ſit in Darkoeſs, Ph 
\ the ſbadaw of: Death; and to- paves both their 9 our F net Ka 
the; Way of Peace, © : 
Tins having:explained the Test, by declaring and com 
paring Old Z achartas's Condition with mine own, I come 
., Now from the Words ſoread ; Firſt, To, declare what the 
True Chnrch is; 'which may eaſily. be diſcovered "by he 
IofallibleMarks following, Secondly, What thac Righteou 
*: s, which wakes, and will make; any hlameleſs. And, | 
birdly, What the Gommandments of Gad were and. are. | 
. And Leftly , What Ordinances -the -Lprdhas appvinted | 
Jnhs C 8 that. all crue Chriſfsans may walk in, and (o | 
p 


 ddſcrve and keep them, ſo as to be blameleſs ; aud rhen ſhail 
make ſome ference, and Applications from, -otid of whit 


;4 have ſaid; & ſince amid} the great giverfity by 
$4 


\' and comr-ricty of Qp inions,. which at preſent are Til 
- Qlbiftian C: #rch, £3ch cnrhu jog it Telf ro the true vr 
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'Tinle; for rtiany [ £0 too and fre, fo'thar Science'is incrs 
Viſtithe' Divitre"* 


Fc of the Lord or ho ? if it has bur+beeri only in\ſome, . 


_ Jifon, Noyelties and Innovations, viz. their Image Waiſt 
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'$ys': For on t DO Thr ws the ithots 
$ [ki on.” andwt confurtat 
n chling T4 ron Natomas 
Ales, wh6"Vy the unertihg* VF. fr 
; to'us what « «they had ' re&ivtd Cr wa 
Tits, AB arga are more _and- niore-tjſcoveredy 


uths are moſt perfe&t' if 'their- Fi 
and Original, they indeed may, and do contraft Impurichl* : 
ip their Streaths, and remote Defivations.' -50 chatithe © 
way to' difcover the Corruptions, is to ſtrand upon iberold | 

Wars, and ſee 'how it was in the Original or Beginnings *; 
whether that ' Righreouſneſs which 'is taught, is -to Manns |! 
Hl as to God: For a good Conſciente” mult and: ſhould be 
ke void of Offence towards both 3 and* whether : their * 
withing is, and has been in all the : Comin ntments and- Ons ' 


qa not in all, verily it cannot, nay, muſt not be acccunted- - 
blameleſs. 'So by this firſt. and true CharaQer of a: So k 
Charch; and Faith, two very dangerous Extreatns are'© 
demned; as firſt, that of the now Roman Church,. whoſe De- : 
Ctrin rand Uſagess which are truly denyed by- that Charek. 
to 'Which | 2M now joyned; theſe following/are in tomper + 
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Trvaeetions of Saints, Half Conm:.nion, Prayer. in an Knknawn. 1 


Narrth Mn, Is, af the « 

Self to Sy gdemne be i j in 

; Tqagyarion : Far where was Fr n 
boots kevin of Old ? y rue, 1 AY 


and Lao, 

Lich like Hey img 
FRe > Ignorant, b ut Conceite "Men and 
never a5 we Read werg any. 2Boii 
bes ye e :: Fqr the: Io ve Rag of WETre-ngt, 
oe Three Hundred : Years ago; and lomy h ave. ſprung 
d.eyen in this, laſt Century or Age; which: to my Sorrow 
wd Shame, I;muſt confeſs my; ſelf to have been of ;, and to: 
dare grown am) prong up;even from | Mine, and-others 
ackle Fancys, and vain n Panenians: 9 God knows how, 
ON, NOW/eNeg; amon and ſo mary, Confuſions, 0- 
er new yet inheard - Sets, and Hereſees rgay ariſe, apg 
--"M»to the further dividing} of the true Church by Law 
"_ſ and the ſcandal of Chriſtian Faith and Religign, 


_ +-7Drve, all Theſe like the Phariſees, may profeſs a great 
| many” Traths of the Goſpel Faith, yet forall that, (as their's 
FT had) may have too much Leaven to ſpoil the whole Lump : 

on ; as the true Faich was of Old, ever from the begin- 
11: Vp We: So Secondly, It was, and is to be both Pure, and Pegce- 


wn. 


for St. Zames 3. 17. Aſſures us, that Wiſdom or Truth, 
= 'T; from. «bove, ts firſt Pure, than Peaccable, Gentle, and 
20 be intreated, full of Mercy and good Prajes ; without 
bly and without Hypocriſre : teachir, J 4 and producin Puri- 

Holineſs, and Righteouſntſs in Life and- Heart : For the 
| He of it both was, and is to conform us unto 
__Etviſt, and to make ns Holy as he was; and that in all 
--manner of our Converſations, as 1 Per. 2. 15, 16. And not 
mly Holy, but Peaceable alſo; for Chriſt was the Prince 
N Peace; and his.Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace, and not 
A - oo Confalios, as is mani{cſted, 1 Car. 24. fromthe 33, p0.the 
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y Sets wth 


; The Gol loves ror E Fo /ke of Hos - 
ing, 76 (i.'e.) for n0.1ea ſon, but meer un-, 
ble:Wil:; And if it r be ſo, then its .in vain for any, 
got d their roy or to live Soberly, Rightcovſly, and 
ſp inorder to theit acceptance with God:; tho? they 
FOerary in. all manner of Converſation;; ( as may bg 
Le heir Dofrine )- yet theſe. have been taught, 
ly" think. that .by being Gods Ghoſen,. or Belo- 
all be.ſayed, which abominable an 4 aljfurd Doe. 
$ ot.only the Ma lipnity of the. Han of Popery, 
| Beathenifm tod 31 fr... it. makes; good Works unne- 
ell fr, Fer True, they have. Faith indeed,. but it's' very 
, Wvch is only IC TIOgs truſti 4 and relying pon; 
by, 2d. in which 4 od do: w being parts of 
| tine” SY Bpt even this the Devils haye,".and pradtiſe, 
Vi St. 7, 4 


| 2:19, £c tells us, is Dead, and Inſigni- 
ant. fonrigg wk purpoſe of OT, and On 


vt jay 


"4 tine 
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= N rits wrought, . is Renrty and ob rormeg 
US$: Ft a(elves LH done. it. So ES 'fondly think: 
Ion. Dy. Cl = \ they can, andare. made Holy afd 
Manteons,. "tho! they have. 'nonezof their own; All which is 
y.contrary. to that i in Ft. To Ze. 9. z 


lile be ren 


ive you: He that, doth Righte eapſneſs i Right eons. 
pr VN haye mentioned, that haye ſuck Solifidl- 


mian .Noti rs, by : placing (as I did once) | 
= in _the ny: as the, Pariſt; do theirs, in. 
+ Extcinal Seryiges 3 do.both effeQtually take | away the 


IS 


ex xp real Reformation, and true GuodneG, Nay, 
my r 
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in. their Spiritual Sins, and tfieir Decrying Moranty, "27 
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Qiſes of Schiſme and Difobedience, . which they indulge, ' 

anddefend themſelves ig. True, I muſt confeſs that there 
| are many miſled, abuſed Perſons, of peaceable and quie! 
' Spirits among theſe SeQaries ; So that we as Chriſtians 
' areto pray, and endeavour that ſuch may be regained. And 
; in a!) Humble ſubmiſſion. to my Goverours, lt the Gran 
Council the next. Seſſions, thinks fit to abate ſome lefſer 
things in Conſideration of ſuch, verily it would (in my weaK 
Judgment in all Chriſtian Countries) be eſteemed Charity. 
and Kindneſs, which | a'n confident no true Chriftian either 
; would, orcould diſlike : But alas, I am not inſenſfible thats 
'thoſe which are of the right SeQarianStamp and Temper, 
will (as I formerly did) never reſt or ſettle any where, 
nor be atisfted with any Conceſfion : God Almighty indeed 
may Change their Miads by his Power: 'But 1 am afraid. 
nothing leſs 'can. So that all, both yoy, and I, and others. 
of oar Church can, and muſt do, is only to pray to God 
for the Converſion of ſuch, For we have found, and I have 
ſome Reaſon to think may now find again, as it's feared'by, 
woful Experience, that nothing leſs than the whole Wills 
of ſome, and an entire SubjeQion to their Fancies, have or 
will content them: for it ſuch were grarited all, as the 
were formerly, we cannot be aſlared that theſe would plea 
long; 'only this we know, that formerly they did -not.z nay, 
as St. Zade in his Epiſtle, ver. 12. faith, ſuch a WhimficaP 
and Diſcontented People, are as Clouds without Water, 
| carried about with every Wind : For it is certain, that ler 
 theWind be where it will to Day, none can ſay from what 

Point it will blow to Morrow ; juſt thus, as ſuch a People 
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acted by their private Spirit, (as God knows I was once} _ {| 


which" js, as obſerved as little, certain as the Wind ; for (as 

I have found by woful Experience ) the Opinions it ſuggeſts, 

are numerous, and all accounted Divine and Sacred, 

! Goſpel-Truths, Goſpel-Ways, which forſooth, muſt not be par- ' 

ted with: No, in no wiſe : Yea, all Laws and Canſtitutt 

ong of Governmens mult a and as © ra» 
rather z 
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Fw 4p Sorin 50 ach, ' Oh/! what Bleſſed -Do» | 
EI8ys. Can we expett thence? What Peace and 
oper have: ſprung from ſuch Principles, the Hiſtories of 

tre, England, and Scorlazd, make us remember for 

". 29 vtion only.: So I heartily wiſh, that no. ſuch People in 

© Elfis Age, did or would not remember them ſo well, as to 

Put, them. in Practiſe, which if they do, we have no refuge 

but to ule that daily Petition; and ſay, Father not ours, but 
tby Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, Which brings 
me to the Third and Left particular Mark or Sign, to know 
a true Church by, and that is, that all which it commands, 
+ is. both Reaſonable and Certain, which the Wiſeman al- 
.Judes. to Prov, 20. 27. That the Underſtanding of Man, is the 
Candle of the Lord, the Light of Reaſon 5s bis Light z with 1 
that the true Light hath enlighrned every: one that cometh 5 
into the World : And now one Light ſhould not be contrary F: 
£drhe. other ; there is, I muſt confeſs, a difference in degree, 
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bhi. no oppoſition of Nature, ſo Faith and Reaſon accord: | { 
Yea, Faith is an aQt of Reaſon, for it's the higheſt Reaſon to tl 


bybeve in God, and the belief of our Reaſon, is an a of i 
Faub, viz. Faith in the Truth and goodneſs of God, which ; 
ivesno Man facylties to delude or deceive him : If ſo be b 
i doth but rightly Exerciſe and Employ them; yea, by E: 
Faith, Reaſon is further enlightned, and by the uſe of | 
t 

| 


Reaſon, Faith is applyed, &c. 
Yo true Religion, and Reaſon ſweetly agree: For nothing 

cqn be Religious thats unreaſonable, which made the grear 

Apoſtle call the Chriſtian Religion [a Reaſonable Service; 

, Io certain is the true Faith, that thoſe which had it 
from the Holy Spirit of God, Signed it with their Blood, 
theſe ſpeaking as they were inſpired : and that they were 
really ſo, was no fond Imagination, or bold Preſumption : 
Byt a Truth aſſured by theſe mighty Miracles they were 
enabled to perform. Theſe are God's Seal, and a grand 
Confirmation of a Commitſſon from him, and to that proof 
of their Do#rizes both Chrif#, and his Apoſtles continvally 
Appealed. Here was, and is then the firm reaſonable Foun= * 
dation of the Chriſtian certainty ; the Truths we are to ; 
blieve, were confirmed by Miracles, than which there _— 
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ngerous Extreams, demned:; AF 
Firſt, that of Popery, which th on the Minds of Men! S 
Articles of Religion, things that are both ExtreamUnreaſori wr 
Abſurd, and Uncertain, viz. Theſe namely, the WorTippugg © 4 
inviſible Beings by Images of Wood, Stone, or ſome-Mettal, &c,- 
| but more eſpecially that Do&rine of T; ranſubtantiation, which is. 
| fall of ContradiCtions : Since the afſerting that the ſame Body may 
be in a Thouſand places atonce;. and that it may be divided into! 
{ Parts, tho'not into wholes Theſe and a numerous other 
{ dities to the Reaſon of Mankind, are contained in that ſenielel 
| Myftery of Tranſubfantiation, to defend which their Dotfors 
have been, and are forced to deny. Reaſon, and fay that the ine 
- thing may, and:canbe, and not be, &c. _5s $) 
* But a neither Reafon, nor ſo muchasour Senſes ma 
be believed; 'Pray what afſuxgnce can we have of any thing 
But Oh! What aflurance hulſreto ſrengthen his Rapper 
Faith . about our Saviour's ReſurreCtion? 1s only, and that 
| particularly from his Lord, viz. Stretch out thine hand and thru 
| 1t into-my fie, and be not faithleſs, but believing. Nay, farther, 
the now Raman Church deſtroys the Ground of Certainty, AY 
imnumerable Com oo Lying Wonders; which you may Rea 
of in their Legends, which the Prieſts do impudently obtradeupo 
| the belief of the filly and ignorant People only for proof, and 
confirmation-oftheir Religion. But on the other Hand, the. Seats 
and Sepratiſts being in as dangerous an Extream concerning Faith, 
&c. For I found, and have now juſt. Reaſon to acknow! 
that the greateft part of my Religion, when among them, was 
made up of ſenſeleſs and abſurd Notions , ' (which I' am now 
aſhamed of) they being (as we were wont) ſet forth in unin- 
telligible fantaſtical Phraſes ; by (as 2 Pet 3. 16. ſaith) wreſti 
; of Scriptures. to our own DeftruCtion: tho'I indeed then. W 
as they) accounted it, the heights of Spirituality-and Myſtery, 


upon which we valued and boaſted our ſelves, as the only Knows | 
. ing and Sptritual People : When as Thanks be to God, it is knoym þ 
| now to me, and all diſcerning Perſons that there. was, and is 4 
_ nothing in lach pretended Heights and Spiritualities, but wy 
vain imgingtion and Dreaming ; which are dangerotis Deceits,* 
For asthe Light of Reaſon and Senſe diſpels the vain Images of 


i 
- 


Dreams: $0 ſe admitted, would and yill cure all Phantaſti> 
j cal Impoltuzes and Deluſions, for which cauſe they, av well as I, 


formerly declared agamſt nothing fo vehemently as Reafon,un= 

$ der the notion 'of Carnal, and fo an Enemy to the Spirit; and 

| the thingsof it. True, I muſt needs confeſs fiow, that there.is - 
a Carnal Reaſon which is Enmity tq Truth and Goodneſs : But 
that (as Iam rightly aus ) is not the Reaſon of our Mins 
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ES raions, anc! cor __ whichiis; | 
"" I Truly-and properly ſocall'd; no more than an Ape 
© :; Wndecallda Afar: Find for want of knowing, and diſtinguiſh 
+ .- Ig the things which {o differ. Verily, Enth»fiafticks rail vio- ! 
'” - Tently againitall Reaſon, as the grand Adverſary of the Truths 
and Myſterysof the Goſpel. Nay, further reſolving asI did for- 
merly, all affurance either into, or upon a bare belief of the 
Teſtimony of a private Spirit: For as mine was, ſo their Ground 
and Belief of the Scriptures both was, and is this Teſtimony ; 
and- conſequently whatſoever is received from hence, bottoms 
there. The Papifts, as it's confeſt, believe the Scriptures on - 
the Teſtimony of-their Church, but that Se& of which I was 
"with others, believe them on the Teſtimony of their Spirit : That | 
- Is in Sober Sadneſs, by the Suggeſtions, and Reſolutions of | 
- their own, viz. they (like filly Women led Captive) believe 
becauſe they will believe, finding themſelve inclined to it : Soup- 
e11 the ſame Reaſon as has been gbſerved ; when the Imaginati- | 
on, and Humour (as mine did ) attrs, they then may; and will ': 
ceaſe to believe; or asI do now believe the contrary : I ſhallnot 
! only to my own Experience, but to that in others alſo. 
or have not ſome vaſtly multiplyed Articles df Faith, by 
making all their private Opinions ſacred, calling them Goſpel, 
and faving Truths; whereasat the beſt they were but uncertain- 
ties: For being ſenſeleſs ipgeathons, they are uſually falſe, by 
which they expoſe the whole Body of Chriſtian Principles to 
Suſpicion, and fo weaken the Faith of ſome, and deſtrov that 
of others. So now having given you the CharaRers of a true | 
Church; Namely Firf, thatits Articles of Faith and DoQrine are 
3 antient, viz. as St, Jude faith, That which was oftice delivered to 
| "a the Saints, Secondly, That it's Pure, and Peaceable: And Third- 
F ly, That thoſe things it commands, are both reaſonable and cer- 
tain: And fince for all the fine and gay Pretences, I- cannot find 
fuch a Faith in theſe two Gngrroms Extreams, which I have | 
fairly and purtialty Examined : I will by God's aſfiſtance Ex- 
amine, and fee whether that Church, into which I am now en- | 
tred, cing dy Law Eſtabliſhed, has thoſe Marks and Charatters 
of a trueFaith, which I have before deſcribed: And Firft, I am 
well affured, and fo dare boldly affert, that the Church Eftabliſh- 
_ ed without fondneſs, or over-weaning, doth profeſs, and teach 
the antient Primitive, and Apoſtolick Faith, having admitted 
14% no new things that are contrary to it: For it was reformed ac-, 
; BM cording to the Scriptures, and the Apoſtalick Rules, -and Ways: + 
be 3 1 fay according to the Scriptures, as they were interpreted by 
the firſt General Councils and Fathers; thoſe I mean next to 
- the appt, whom we ought to believe; for they then affuredly | 
underitosd what was the Apoſtles DoGirines, and Ways; nay 
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| Repentance and Reformation ; it allows no hopes of Salvation'butupen” ©. 
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| ; callrdgonpaditwd; 
againft' the Romy and Settarian Torovatinns ;" To vane 
Charafer muft be true.—Secondl},-Jt teaches us 
neral, namely our duty to God, our Neighbours, 

juſt Latitude and extent, of them : For it -has no Shifts, 


*#: ty 
> 


_ -_ * 
e _—_ "> " 


: 


"3 > 
£4 #46 
4 . of 


_ - hs 
%* - | 
«<4 & | +. v : : Y b 
wx "VPIS FL 


- | 
- 2 a 
. » RS 


ral, nor indulgeth any by its Do&rine 3 perhaps ſome Rotten. Members + +; 
may wink, and connive at ſuch : For the Church it (elf tells us that whaſo- 
ever is Evil, muſt know it, by-being Judged. and Condemned : Nays. | + 
further,the Church leaves no hopes of Salvation, but. what is grounded on-. } 
effefuat Repentantice, and Reformation 3 nor impoſeth any Artietes ;of -. © |} 
belief, as neceſſary to Salvation, but the antient Creed, and. no/terms -7 + 
of Communion; but reaſonable Orders and Decencies, as are free from- - 
all appearance of Jdolatry and Superſtition, or any thing elſe that is. -- 
unlawful ; and as to the concerns of civil Peace, the Church with Chirift 
and his Apoſtles hath tanght all ative, Chearful and Conſcientious Obe- 
dience, both to God, the King, and alſo Subordinate Rulers in allJaw- - 
ful things, and a quiet Submiſhon to the Penalties of not' Obeying, -when 
the things required, are plainly or certainly ſo, to its_ former Prlle, - 
Renown, and Happineſs, beit ſpoken. So Leſtly, the Church now BEfta- | 
bliſhed,. teaches no Opinions that needs ſuch a deſperate Courſe to de- 
fend them : For all its Articles are reaſonable, and may be prayeds 
or defended by Reaſon againſt all A:be:,}s or nfdels, &c. She ſecures 
alſo the certainty of her Faith, by reſolving it into the Scriptures, the 
true Seat of Infallibility z and the belief of the Scriptures ( on-the other  - 
hand) into the Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, which confirmed it by Mi * 
ractes- S0that by. theſe Three Charatters, of a True and-Goſpel Faith,-- - | 
the Church to which IT am now joined, doth not only profeſs, but praftiſe - . 
it : True, the.beft Church and Religion may he diſcredited by its -Pro- - 
feſlors, and that the Eftabliſhed Religion as ſuch, - is falſe, can«never-- 
be wrefed qut of the Mouths of thoſe of the Church of Rome, and others, - * 
which ſeek and take occaſions to Blaſpheme it ; till ſuch timeas the: ;/ 
compoſing our Differences, ſhall take away that occaſion which-they have + 
ſo unhappily given; and we take the Apoſtles advice,to the Epiſtle of Phil, + 
1.29. 28, to ftand faſt inone Spirit, with one Mind, ftriving toge- © - ;; 
ther for the Faith of the Goſpel, and in nothing terrified .by our Ad- © 
verſaries ; which to them is an evident token of Perdition,but tous of Sal» 
vation, and that of God. I know its poſſible (fome may not only think, -- 
but ſay)that they may maintain Charity, notwithſtanding they. break Comg . 
munion with an Eftabliſhed. Church : But Beloved, give me leave to tell, ** 
nay,to afſure you that that is next to impoſſible to'be done for whenMen's - 
Differences are about Matters of Religion, then as I know by.;Experi» ' * 
ence; Paſhon is apt to flide under that, fair pretext, and lay clajmgo Con-+ ©: 
ſcience it ſelf; {6 that it becomes a piece of Zeal tobe Uncharitalle : But *} 
given leave to premiſe, that it's not ſufficient for any Manor Woman's 
| epoſt tofiy that they are atted by Conſcience,which is no other thangnes +} 
prefent Ferſwafton. Conſcience it ſelf then muft needs lie at the Mer- | 
cy of every thing that has Power td perſwade it : and hence oftentimes.it - 
comes to paſs that whilft Conſcience as ſdch it ſelf, (as I, and 1 dons 2} 
doubt but many of you have obſerved ) is ated by Pafſions,; and | 
neſſes,& then what has,muft,or will become of theRegularity of what Jani. -5 


Goſpel terms: It teaches no Prattiſe that is either Impions, or fnmo- - -. -- 
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7 Fj Fers / Rave (as Otter: ere willing) believed that that 


I of & wen ” 
Fink tate OY he © ether by 
Tide, ot Ap petites, or wy fn] o ſomething that 
\ Lithis aroveally Evil, or Shdm Weak. 


oh I ſhalinot raſhly charge any with being op with ſuch, tho? 1 
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A | Keg ne to.ſaſpeRt that all theſe befort-intariened, have found 


into fame, nay, I may ſay, into too many Men and Womens 
, and there attas ſecurely as behind a Curtain ; yea,. even at 


2 char "Elan aden ſuch were and. are ready to deteſt them in their raked 


A : To confirm which Truth, I will appeal not only to mine 
owns. but fome others undeniable Experiences, themſelves being Judges 3 


newdiadel of Chriſties Religion, by making a God without Eternity, a Sa 
»without Stifation,and a n &eZ without Torments : : theſe forſoort, 
did Hitt admire their Scheme, and then believed it, and ſo became 
wes of a:Se2; and chus their Vanity paſſed into Conſtience. Others 
- thete have been, and ars of 2 Moroſer Temper and Complexion. which 
/as it were into diflike with thac Sweetneſs Chriſtianity obliges to, 
S&raments and Ordinances which areJthe Tyes of Union,and that 
thatfo inceſantly preſſes it : Theſe (as L know by former Expe- 
+. wh being one of them) verily have believe1 chat the ,very Goſpel- 
are buc Types and Shadows ; and that every. Man and Wo- 

Propbefie within Themſelves, and that God muſt 
beferred withoutall poſitive Commandments or Ordinances, &c. Theſe 
yoa'Tas welt as 1) know have ſprung into a numerous Se&; and thus 
and” #umour have paſſed, and doth paſs into Conſtience. Others 


wo | 
cans which you cannot but have heard of, whoſe Coverouſucſs has firlt 


inlined Them to Teach, and then the Succefs of their Dofrine has remp- 
 ectrliemits betieve that the Merits of Humane Piery may be transferred 
Gam Peron to Perſon, and that the Fruits of Repentance may be pur- 
chaſddatia Price: & having let their Minds grow Groſs and Carnal, 

-, avdthianfinding themſelves either too much at Loſs in their Devotions, to 
a Pare and Inviſible Being, have introduced fenfible Objefts of Worſhip, 
zad-kunaric Mediators, ro whom they might addreſs buth with more 
 Botdnefh and Careleſneſs : And thus both Avarice and Beaſtiality have 
polled amd do paſs into Conſcience. 

Others there are, and have been, which being fond of ſome Opini- 
pas, ahd- Waving no other Foundation to build upon, have (by their 
Brearhs arid vam Imaginations) made them Canonical 5 and being, of a 

ma more” Zealens,. and Fierce, and having perſwaded themſelves 
| {x Stcred that they do for the dry of their own Opini- 
5:4 Þo Ar allowed and ; prnfned Perſecutings, Murders, and Out- 
"Amo It (as Sawl, which afterward was named Paul) that in 
& Uing, :Ged g60d Service. Thus: Fondneſs and 
etrn ON $0e there are, and have been, which: 

; I fn their Worldly Circumftances, and then re 
voids Incimatjon that Chri# ſhould fome time R+h 


' have 


4 
ting upori that 
alone upon 
ime was near 
eupon have cryed dawn all Weorldly Goverwnent as 
Bom to ſet up TC: Feſus, and themſelyes to- 
Content, has paſſed into Conſci.#cc-;—Ryb to be 


a.a4a ans awe as H4Atw> a if many © 


} INiy, have nene of you here ever heard of, nor known any who our of 
 Wanteanc6 of Wit, and Aﬀettation of Singularity, have made a perfeft 
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of mers. t Þ ay 4.0 Ys 
devoted to'an Averſion tothe Chu 
their Yeah, being warned: to-avoid 


better: 
he maſt 


Malice of the Party that keeps up the Difference : So thats a Prejud! 
which naturally inflames Men and Women to Revenge, andbree 
ftind by wofu} Experience, even a Canker in Religzon, wh YENK 
eats up the Spirit of jt, wluch cauſed the Princely Prophetrs ſay;* Þ 
G9. 9. The Zeal of thine Howſe hath eaten me =——T ut waving is, to 


proceed to the.Secoud Particular, namely, What that Rightconfarſy 
made, and will make any Blameleſs > Now give me leave co ſuppoſe; 
that that Man or Woman which breaks Communion with a'true Chure 
| whichis by.Law cftabliſhed, tho' they maintain all other AQ of Chivigy 
| as much as potſble, as to bear no Malice to any, to Cenſure none, to 
| Pray for, and wiſh wel} to all ; yer 1 can and” mufi affore you, that indeed 
. Is to be Righteous before God; but yet tar ſhort of the Duty-+in 
all the Coqmandments, fince that Duty of Brotherly Love, namely, 
Love which oneChriſtias owes to another,is not exprefled;For Brotberllt 
is not. or at leaſt can'r be ſhown but.by Communicating ia Religions Office 
viz, Breaking of Breag;;''and in Projers; as the Primitive Fellowſhip « 
Chriſtians is exprefled in Holy Scripture 3 which Offices in' alt Ages: ave 
been looked yo as thenecefſary Te<Rts and Symbols of CkrifiayTove Ste 
But alas! atas ! Diyiſion borh is, and has been (as I knuw' by: Experts 


I$ it. (a I. formerly ſound): to wily-Seducers? and what' a 
fiable Minds ;_ 


 þ x 
| Tuceugf Cypftiing ; And whar a Frovocagion to Ged to fuffer, 


they 


oi 
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} ence) the'Mother of a great-many Exvils : For what an Harveſt was,- ag 


yeaz "what & Snare to Itching Ears, and what anophcItunie - 1 
ro Men: and "Women of <cirher wanton or pecviſh: Farcies Gage of _— 
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"ay wiha. can't _ agree (with one another, hduld-foinetimes of other be * 
Iſered ro be devoured one of another. ——- But L4#H, Some,:,nay, 
. many pretend that their differing, or difſenting from a true and eftabli h- 
- ed Church, .is becauſe they. cannve Edifie, as they think, under-the 
- .Clurches Teachers ; and that is the chief if not the only, Reaſon, they do, 
or cannot communicate with her ; thinking it almoft impoſſible to edifice as 
much under her Teachers, as they do under thoſe that ſeperate from her. 
And what the true Reaſon of non-edifying is, 1 ſhall now inquire into ; 
and that being now by me perceived, and'to you related, I am afrail will 
prove.a very ſcandaious Reaſon 5 for ] find that its nothing but Preudice 
hat hinders their Edification : Prejudice I fay, which would hinder ſome 
from Edifying, even under the Labours of an Angel; 1 am well affured 
that it hindred many from improving under the Labeurs of a God , 
much more then under either ſome Angels or Men ; for without all doubc 
_-our bleſſed Lord was a moſt edifying Preacher, and yet its evident that a 
t many of thoſe that beartl him were never the better, they were 
indeed ſuch which ſpread abroad Il Charatters, andentertained a mean 
opinion of him, calling him che Carpenter's Son, « Wine-bibber, 8 Friend 
Pullicans and Sinners, with which Prejudice they hindred not only them- 
elves, but alſo others from edifying. 
And to conglude this Second Particuiar of my Text, rn me leave once 
more.to-tell all ſuch, which (as I once did) do diflent from the Church, in - 
making ſuch fender, but gay, and plauſible Prerences, that if they, as I | 
did once, think 'or imagine that theirs is the right and true Way. To |} 
whuch I Anſwer, That that is but bare Thought or Imaginatian, which |} 
they(as I once fooliſhly did) fo eagerly contend for ; aud that which they 
now baye, and do contemn, are all Poſitive, and Divine Commands, 
and (Ordinances; nay, were ſuch certain, that the Rules and Ways 
which they propoſe were in their judgment, better than thoſe of the 
eftabliſhed Church, goc. yet they may be as certain that Love and Cha- 
rity are better than theſe: And granting that Humane Laws are now ' 
diſpenſable at pleaſure z yer I hope that none dare, or will think that 
the Laws of God (which require an Obedience not only to ſomes Com- | 
mandments and Ordinances, but to all to be blameleſs) are and may be | 
diſpenſed with by us. True, -all Opinions plead Scripture for what they * 
fay and do, and many pretend to Reaſon, and the moft to Antiquity : Ages | 
I myft confeſs altcrs Judgments, and AﬀeQtiens chang2s the Thoughts {1 
and Iniaginations, often ſhift the Scene, and what fome. calls Reaſon, 
has proved oftentimes a .cbam of Phantaſms ; ſo that often many are 
get by Prejudices, and over-ruled by Authority z or formed as I have.” iN 1 
Thewn by Education, and fo ſuck in their Opinions carelefly, or by acci- * 
gent, and are deeply ſettled before they have examineq1; yea, when they 
do examine,its but by halves; For they ſeeing & know but few things, judge þ 


all the reft by thoſe they know and ſee ; ſo that ſuch do not either ſeek Þ 
the Truth at all, or are unable to manage a due and mo__ learch of it : Or when they ' 
ſtumble upon it, they do not know ; or _when it is ia their: ſight, they boggle, and are | 
afraid, and ſo rurs away from it, or clic begins to daub it_ wirh vile Aſperkions, whillt 3 
#hey catch only at Shadows, and grow toud of the Images of their own Fancies, crying up 

choc for Truth and Faith : Thus diſturbiug Societies, and the Peace of Mankind, 
. Credit.to their own food Dreams and. Fancies, being confident of their Opinious, 

ting thole which are not of their Perlwaſion. Thus | 
doubtiul and fooliſh Tenets, 1f theſe were but conſidered b 
M ; 


s * 


would be lefiencd, ard Charity promoted, which is ſon 
that tr may come to pulls, Gog grant tor Chnill's lake: A 
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